
 

Superintendent’s Report to the Board 
Regular Board Meeting of October 23, 2023 

  
 

 

H a d ih / H a d i / H a d e e h  a n d  W e lc o m e  t o  D a k ’e t  (F a l l )  
 
The  end  of Sep temb er marked  Truth and  Reconciliation Day d uring  which stud ents and  staff d eep ened  our 
und e rstand ing  of our shared  history. This history was ab sent from my own K-12 exp e rience  and  so  I continue  
to  learn, while  at the  same  time  re flecting  on how each of us p lays an imp ortant role  in walking  along sid e  
one  another as Ind ig enous and  non-Ind ig enous p eop le s to  a 
b e tte r, more  eq uitab le  future . A hig hlig ht of Truth and  
Reconciliation events was the  collab orative  p ro ject b e tween 
the  District and  Live .It Earth, which not only exemp lified  our 
Board ’s continued  focus on Honouring  Peop le , Land  and  
History, b ut also d emonstrated  the  d eep  inte rconnected ness 
of land  and  lang uag e . This work and  the  re lationship s 
nurtured  among  partne rs, the  District, and  Nations he lp s us to  
truly “Live  our Land  Acknowled g ements”. Ensuring  that our 
acknowled g ments g o  beyond  p e rformative  is an e ssential 
comp onent of reconciliation.  
 
I want to  take  this op p ortunity to  acknowled g e  and  lift up  the  
Eld e rs, Knowledg e  Holde rs and  Lang uag e  Sp eake rs who 
continue  to  share  the ir valuab le  time  with us so  that the  
d istrict can continue  to  become  a p lace  where  child ren have  the  op p ortunity to  know where  they come  from 
and  where  they are  head ed . I also  want to  recognize  Director of Instruction, Leona Prince , and  he r team for 
the ir imag inative  and  authentic ap p roach to  this work. Mesiy to  each of you. These  are  exciting  times for our 
d istrict.  
 

 
Resp ectfully sub mitted ,  

 
 
 
 
 

(she /he r) 
Sup e rintend ent 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are  g rate ful to  live , work, and  p lay on the  unced ed , ancestral te rritories of fourteen First Nations 
rep re senting  the  Dakelh, Ned ut'en and  Wet'suwe t'en p eop le s. We  are  working  d ilig ently toward s 

creating  eq uity for our learne rs throug h conscious acts of Reconciliation. 
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S e p t e m b e r  3 0 t h  S t u d e n t  En r o lm e n t  Ac r o s s  C o m m u n it ie s  
 
This year, Sep temb er enro lment across 
the  d istrict is up  slig htly from the  Sp ring  
p ro jection with some  community-b y-
community variances.  O ve rall 
enro lment across the  four communitie s 
is 2958, compared  to  the  p ro jected  to tal 
of 2939. Please  re fe r to  the  tab le  which 
outlines Projections ve rsus Actual 
Enrolment as of Sep t. 30, 2023. 
 
Total stud ent enro lment across all SD91 
schools is 3556, compared  to  3532 
reg iste red  last Sep tember 30, 2022.  
 
Thank you to  eve ryone  at the  school and  
d istrict leve ls who supp ort the  Sep temb er 30th data collection for the  Ministry on b ehalf of our District. The re  
is a g reat d eal of d e tailed  and  time-sensitive  e ffort that g oes into  ensuring  enro lment d ata is comp le te  and  
accurate .  
 
 

S t r a t e g ic  P la n  U p d a t e s :  G O AL 1 :  H o n o u r  D ive r s i t y  
 

 5th Living  O ur Land  Acknowled gments  
O ur District theme  for this year is "Living  our land  acknowled g ements." The  id ea 
of this is to  move  b eyond  the  word s sp oken in an acknowled g ment and  p ut them 
into  action. Leona Prince’s vision was to  have  Elde rs, Knowled g e  Hold e rs and  
Lang uag e  sp eake rs d o  a trad itional welcome  to  all who visit SD91 b uild ing s. 
Leve rag ing  Q R and  AR technolog y  as we ll as a partne rship  with Live It.Earth has 
allowed  this vision to  b ecome  reality!  O n Sep temb er 29th a d istrict wid e  event 
was he ld  to  unve il Te rritorial Welcome  poste rs that now hang  at the  entrance  of 
each of our b uild ing s, includ ing  our two b oard  office s. The  p oste rs feature  a local 

memb er of the  First Nations communitie s who were  also  honoured  at school 
ce remonies. The  fo llowing  link contains a vid eo  featuring  the  story of how this p ro ject came  to  life . O ur 
Grassy Plains stud ents are  featured  near the  end  so  watch for them! 

http s:/ /p laye r.vimeo.com/vid eo/868505739 

We  fee l that eve ryone  in our b eautiful p rovince  should  know ab out this p ro ject b ecause  it is a true  re flection 
of our reconciliatory journey. We  hop e  that p eop le  find  insp iration and  see  the  many ways in which they can 
achieve  the ir own reconciliatory goals. With the  tremend ous he lp  of the  staff at Live It.Earth we  have  
hig hlig hted  the  d ive rsity of Ind ig enous lang uag es within our communities and  also leve rag ed  technolog y in 
a way that can impact our youth and  the  communitie s around  us.  

O ur d istrict se rves 14 First Nations who are  Dakelh, Ned ut'en, and  Wet'suwe t'en sp eaking  p eop le s. The  
memb ers from those  14 First Nations who sit on our Ind ig enous Ed ucation Council (IEC) have  supp orted  this 
p ro ject and  we  are  thankful for the ir g uidance . Snachailya to  Eld e rs, Knowled g e  Hold ers, and  Lang uag e  
Sp eake rs who shared  the ir time  and  lang uag e  with us.  
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Kevin Lamoureux 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

S t r a t e g ic  P la n  U p d a t e s :  G O AL 2 :  En g a g e  o u r  W o r k fo r c e  
 
Provincial O utreach Prog ram for the  Early Years (POPEY) at 
BESS, FLES, GPES, WKE, and  DLES 
O ur school d istrict’s ap p lication to p articipate  in the  PO PEY (Provincial 
O utreach Prog ram for the  Early Years) was accep ted  for the  2023-24 school 
year. PO PEY’s rural re sidency p roject will b e  cente red  in the  Burns Lake  and  
area schools and  will consist of three  3-day visits. The  PO PEY consultant, Jen 
Ke lly, visited  BESS, FLES, GPES, WKE, and  DLES from Sep t 26-28.  During  each 
school visit, Jen mod e led  a lite racy le sson as the  classroom teacher (and  in 
some  cases anothe r p rimary teacher) ob served .  Following  each le sson, Jen 
d eb rie fed  with the  teache r(s) to  d iscuss how e ffective  the  strateg ie s were  to  
eng ag e  learne rs and  ensure  success.   
 
Particip ation in the  PO PEY rural resid ency p roject for teache rs is voluntary.  Exp loration top ics includ e  
read ing  comp rehension strateg ie s, foundational lite racy, oral lang uag e  deve lop ment and /or writing  
strateg ie s.  O ur District Lite racy Sup p ort Teache r, Miche lle  Mille r-Gauthie r will fo llow up  on re source  
q uestions from teache rs and  exp lore  furthe r le ssons or inte rventions with them. The  next PO PEY visit will take  
p lace  in Burns Lake  and  area schools from Feb  7 and  8.  O n Feb  9, PO PEY will host a lite racy workshop  on 
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that will b e  op en to  all ed ucators in the  school d istrict. A 
sp ecial note  of ap p reciation g oes out to  Wend y Ke lemen, 
Miche lle  Mille r-Gauthie r and  Laure tta Hunte r for the ir ro le s 
in the  p ro ject. 
Provincial Outreach Program for the Early Years: Home 
(popey.ca) 
 
 
 
 

 
New Teacher O rientation/LOP 
District VP, Deb  Kohen, continues to  sup p ort new teache rs and  teachers on Le tte rs of Pe rmission across the  
school d istrict. O ctob e r p rovid ed  an op p ortunity to  focus on p lanning , classroom mang ement, instruction 
and  asse ssment p ractices. Sup p ort was also  p rovid ed  for rep ort card  writing , as well as informal learning  
up d ate s. Beg inning  this month, new teache r ne tworking  op p ortunitie s will b e  he ld  in communitie s around  
the  d istrict. 
 

S t r a t e g ic  P la n  U p d a t e s :  G O AL 3 :  C r e a t e  S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s  
 

WKE Lite racy 
WKE has implemented  Lite racy Fold e rs for each learne r. Throug hout the  school 
year, stud ent writing  samp les from the  school-wid e  write , d istrict asse ssments, 
read ing  asse ssments, and  o the r imp ortant sources of evid ence  of learning  will b e  
ad d ed  to  the  fold e r. At the  end  of the  school year, the  lite racy file s will b e  p assed  to  
the  next teache r to  he lp  them g e t to  know each stud ent as a learne r and  imp lement 
d iffe rentiated  op p ortunitie s from the  b eg inning  of the  school year. When stud ents 
and  p arents mee t with teachers, they will b e  ab le  to  see  learner p rogress and  
streng ths. By the  end  of Grad e  7, each learne r will have  a fold e r that d emonstrate s 
the ir amazing  p rog ress in lite racy throug hout e lementary school. 

 
Early Years Evaluation – Direct Assessment  (EYE-DA) 
Kind e rg arten ed ucators from 11 schools in the  d istrict comple ted  the  fall kind e rg arten asse ssment. This 
asse ssment is the  Early Years Evaluation – Direct Assessment  (EYE-DA).  The  EYE-DA takes ap p roximate ly 45 
minute s to  comp le te  and  in to tal, 190 kind e rgarten learne rs were  asse ssed .  Be low is a snap shot of the  
ove rall data from this fall’s EYE-DA:  

Schools will b e  working  to  he lp  learne rs in need  of ad d itional sup p ort within the  5 d omains. 

https://www.popey.ca/
https://www.popey.ca/
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S t r a t e g ic  P la n  U p d a t e s :  G O AL 4 :  En h a n c e  C o n n e c t io n s  

Cultural Safe ty Course  Launch: SD91–BLNTU–IEC Collaboration  

We have  launched  our cultural safe ty course! This is a se lf-d irected  course  and  is 
op en to  any memb er of our staff to  comp le te  at the ir d iscre tion. We  b e lieve  that 
this course  can b e  a p ivotal step  in the  journey toward s Truth and  Reconciliation. 
As a d istrict, it is our vision to  ensure  that all staff have  a fund amental 
und e rstand ing  of the  local history of the  reg ion’s First Peop le s, while  recog nizing  
our collective  journey tog e the r, within our re sp ective  communitie s. 
 
Throug h the  course , staff will learn b oth g ene ral knowled g e  of First Peop le s' 
history as well as g ain local knowled g e  of the  communitie s we  se rve . 

 
In BC, b e lie f in the  success of all stud ents 
is at the  center of the  p rofe ssional 
standard s for BC ed ucators. Standard  9 
se ts the  path for reconciliation in BC for 
all ed ucators in our system and  state s 
that, "Ed ucators re sp ect and  value  the  history of First Nations, Inuit and  Metis in Canad a and  the  imp act of 
the  p ast on the  p resent and  the  future . Ed ucators contrib ute  toward s truth, reconciliation and  healing . 
Ed ucators foste r a d eepe r und e rstand ing  of ways of knowing  and  b e ing , historie s and  culture s of First 
Nations, Inuit and  Metis." 
 
Standard  9 g uid es ed ucators to  critically examine  the ir own b iases, attitud es, b e lie fs, values and  p ractices to  
facilitate  chang e . Ed ucators value  and  re sp ect the  lang uag es, he ritag es, culture s, and  ways of knowing  and  
b e ing  of First Nations, Inuit and  Metis. Ed ucators und e rstand  the  p ower of focusing  on connectedness and  
re lationship s to  onese lf, family, community and  the  natural world . Ed ucators integ rate  First Nations, Inuit and  
Metis world views and  p ersp ectives into  learning  environments. If you have  not ye t had  the  chance , p lease  
view the  Ministry’s Standard  9 Vid eo: 
 
http s:/ /www.youtub e .com/watch?v=w4sBNxiA7YI 
 
The  d istrict would  like  to thank the  memb ers of the  Ind ig enous Ed ucation Council (IEC) and  the  BLNTU 
current and  past p re sid ents for the ir ong oing  supp ort. A sp ecial thank you to  Patti Ann Plowman, Lara 
Hartman, Elizab e th Benne tt and  Marina Saulig  for the ir valuab le  contrib utions to  this p ro ject. 
 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4sBNxiA7YI
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Dual Cred it Partnership  with UNBC – ECCL-156 Care  and  Guid ance   
 
Hig h school stud ents are  now ab le  to  g e t a head  start on the ir Early child hood  Care  
and  Learning  Certificate . Nechako Lakes School District formed  a p artne rship  with the  
Colleg e  of New Caled onia last June  to  offe r a dual-cred it Early Child hood  Ed ucation 
(ECE) course  to second ary stud ents, b eg inning  in January 2024. 
 
Stud ents can rece ive  cred its for hig h school and  p ost-secondary as they emb ark up on the  training  for an in-
d emand  caree r as an early child hood  ed ucator (ECE). ECEs are  skilled  p rofe ssionals who p rovid e  care , 
connection, and  early learning  op p ortunitie s for our young  child ren d uring  one  of the  most important 
p hases of the ir live s.  
 
The  job  d emand  for ECEs is at a record  hig h and  BC will req uire  an ad d itional 12,000 ECEs to achieve  the  
g ove rnment’s commitment to  unive rsal child  care . For information ab out the  ECCL-156 Care  and  Guid ance  
course  offe ring , p lease  check out the  CNC web site . 

 

Fort St. James Second ary Research Boat Partnership  

The  ad ventures in ENSO E 11/12 continue ! This month stud ents got to  join p ro ject lead , Pe te r Krahn, and  
Nak’azd li Natural Resource  on the  new re search b oat!  

Stud ents were  introd uced  to  b asic b oating  safe ty, e tiq ue tte , 
communication and  knots. They rece ived  a one -on-one  d riving  
le sson and  then p racticed  se tting  the  containment ne t and  
wing  ne t. This exp e rience  d emonstrate s the  potential that the  
b oat can have  in se lective  harvesting , p osition and  invasive  
sp ecie s monitoring , as we ll as wate r q uality te sting . Back in the  
classroom stud ents are  finishing  up  the ir Pleasure  Craft 
O p e rating  Card s and  will b e  critiq uing  b oating  policie s and  
p ractices.  

A hug e  thank you to  Pe te r Krahn from Genesis Environmental 
Consultants Ltd ., Pe te  Erickson and  Nak’azd li First Nation, Mike  
Amyot with the  sup p ort b oat, Lind say Jenning s from Chuntoh Ed ucation Socie ty, Gary Sole s and  the  FSJSS 
Shop  classe s, Ad mininistration and  the  SD91 Caree rs Dep artment, parents and  stud ents. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Employee  Recognition 
 
In O ctob e r we  recog nized  World  Teache rs’ Day! World  Teachers’ Day is he ld  annually on O ctobe r 5th to 
ce leb rate  all teache rs around  the  g lob e . This d ay has b een ce leb rated  since  1994 and  is a d ay to ce leb rate  
how teache rs are  mee ting  stud ent need s through transformative  ed ucation.   
 
Thank you to  all SD91 ed ucators for eve rything  you d o  to  create  school and  classroom environments where  
learne rs can d eve lop  a sense  of e fficacy and  truly flourish. Your e fforts in co llab oration with the  many sup p ort 
staff across the  d istrict make  our schools sp ecial p laces for stud ents. 
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SD 91 in the  News! 

School District 91 Truth and  Reconciliation p roject unve iling  - Burns Lake  Lakes District News 
 
http s:/ /www.b urnslake lakesd istrictnews.com/news/hot-meals-b ring ing -community-tog e the r/ 
 
http s:/ /www.b urnslake lakesd istrictnews.com/news/d ecke r-lake-orang e -shirt-d ay/ 
 
http s:/ /www.b urnslake lakesd istrictnews.com/news/wke-orang e -shirt-day-assembly/ 
 
 
 
Find  Us on Social Med ia! 

     

 
  
We’re on Facebook!                     You can also find us on Twitter!   
       @SD91BC            @sd91bc 

https://www.burnslakelakesdistrictnews.com/news/school-district-91-truth-and-reconciliation-project-unveiling/
https://www.burnslakelakesdistrictnews.com/news/hot-meals-bringing-community-together/
https://www.burnslakelakesdistrictnews.com/news/decker-lake-orange-shirt-day/
https://www.burnslakelakesdistrictnews.com/news/wke-orange-shirt-day-assembly/

