
Place-Based Learning to Engage and Empower Learners:
An Update.



Is This The Only Way to Engage?





• Does all Assessment have to 
Look Like This?



Or Can Students 
Help Guide Aspects 
of Their Own 
Assessment?



What is Place-based 
Learning?

“Place” refers to location – or learning 
wherever you are. Vander Ark, et al. 
(2020) defines place-based learning as 
something that can happen “anywhere at 
anytime” (p. 2) if it uses the power of 
place to make a learner’s experience 
more personalized.

The Center for Place-Based Education at 
Antioch University expands the concept 
of place-based learning to include place 
as not just a physical concept, but one of 
heritage, culture, opportunity and 
experience as cited in Vander Ark et al., 
2020 ( p. 2)



Learner Engagement Begins with 
Educators Trying New Things



And is Powered by 
Leadership …



And is 
Enhanced 
through 
Community 
Engagement.

and Then …





• And Now Back To The 
Educators …



The Creation of Place

Why is it so important?

- Creation of place gives learners 
the ability to create space for the 
narrative of their learning.

Why is it often disregarded?

- Reluctance to take risks

- Accountability

- Cost



New Opportunities 
With Community 

Partners



Is This Engagement?



New Horizons Bring 
New Opportunities



New Classrooms





Assessment Through Engagement



Demonstration of Knowledge Earned





The Many Forms of Learning



Learning Through 
Exploration



Student Mentors 
Explore New Things



Changing 
Minds …



Creating New 
Partnerships



Community Engagement for Youth by Youth





A New Challenge
• What community engagement can 

look like.



Foundation for District 
Engagement



Can we join?



Can we stay?



A place to Learn?



Designing Learning 
Opportunities Together.



Change in Perspective on What Learning is?
Seasonal monitoring and learning in the local watershed.



• Students engage, learn new skills 
and apply them in their 

community



• Students taking a lead in their own 
Learning



• Students Building a Future for 
Themselves and Their 

Community …
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